Sarah James is a Neetsaii Gwich'in who lives in Arctic Village, Alaska. She was raised in a traditional way of life with the Porcupine River Caribou Herd. Gwich'in Athabascan is her first language. The first Gwich'in Gathering in over one hundred years took place in June 1988 in Arctic Village. The elders and spiritual leaders of the entire Gwich'in Nation chose Sarah to be one of eight spokespeople for protecting the porcupine caribou of the Arctic Refuge. She has traveled the world, speaking about indigenous rights, human rights, and environmental issues. Sarah was instrumental in forming the Gwich'in Steering Committee. Through all her commitments, Sarah has won several awards, including the 2001 Goldman Environmental Prize.

Sarah serves on the board of the International Indian Treaty Council and is Chairperson of the Gwich'in Steering Committee. Sarah has been a Permanent Forum participant. She has also participated in the Peace and Dignity Run from Alaska to South America. For several months she oversaw the Drum Sing Dance Vigil near the National Museum of the American Indian in order to bring attention to the human rights of the Gwich'in. Sarah is recognized worldwide by many First Nations and indigenous rights groups.

